


























NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y 


“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Sacred Heart Pictures (Unframed) 
For the Feast of the Kingship 

SACRED HEART REIGNING — with sceptre and globe. Sepia. 
With Act of Consecration, 8 x 12 inches, 10¢ 

SACRED HEART PLEADING — A very touching picture. Sepia. 
With Act of Consecration, 8x12 inches, 10¢ 

SACRED HEART, by Von Oer, depicting nobility and tenderness. 
Sepia. Full figure, 16 x 25 inches, 40¢; Bust, 11x14 inches, 20¢ 

SACRED HEART, LOVER OF MANKIND — An appealing picture 
of the ‘‘meek and humble Savior.”’ Sepia. 17 x 24 inches, 50¢. With 
Act of Consecration, 8 x 12 inches, 10¢; 9 x 14 inches, 15¢. With Act 
of Consecration and place for names, 12 x 16 inches, 10¢ 





Golden Links — A delightful little prayerbook that contains 
a wealth of devotions: all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, many 
litanies, and devotions in honor of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and other popular saints. Small print. 
3%x5%4 inches. 347 pages. White only. Price, 80¢. A lovely 
First Communion prayerbook, birthday or wedding gift, or remem- 
brance for other occasions. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





WANTED: A single man, experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. Accommodations, including laundry, fur- 
nished. References required. Please address application to: 


Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri: 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized Yas 17, 1918. 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Jesus, the King of Love 
By Father Mateo, SS.CC. 


Explains the nature and spirit of the Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart and its auxiliary apostolate of Night Adoration in the Home. 
Also contains a sketch of the life of Father Mateo, its founder and 
apostle, and inspiring conferences in his appealing words. Red cloth 
binding, 302 pages. $2.00. 

Order From: 


National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 
Washington 17, D.C. 
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The Divine Maternity of Mary is her greatest privilege, to 
which all the others lead. Mary is the MOTHER OF GOD, and 
her Motherhood is the ‘Cause of our joy,” for it gave to humanity 
its Savior, who has given us a fuller happiness through Mary in 
making His Mother also personally “our Mother.” In keeping with 
her singular dignity is the power of Mary's intercession. The 
Church encourages the faithful to cultivate a tender, filial devotion 
to Mary, Mother of God and Mother of Men. 
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The Rosary with Bary 


NCE more, October, the month dedicated to Mary, Queen 
of the Rosary, is here. What a contrast between May 
and October! What a striking picture of exuberant 
youth and ripe maturity! What a challenge to us to 
keep growing in grace and wisdom and merit, so that 
the oncoming winter of life may find us laden with 
rich fruit for heaven! 

Our Blessed Mother’s life is a living demonstration of growth in 
holiness. From her birth, which we celebrate on September 8, to her 
glorious Assumption into heaven, which we commemorate on August 
15, we see in Mary a continuous advance in virtue. This Mystical 
Rose grew steadily, unfolding all its powers, until, radiant with super- 
natural beauty, it was plucked by the hand of the Divine Gardener 
and transplanted to its heavenly home. 

This marvelous life of the Mother of God is vividly portrayed for 
us each year in the liturgy. From Advent to Pentecost, Mary lives 
over again in the Church her mortal life, side by side with Jesus, 
her Divine Son. But these same charming pictures are crystallized 
for us in the Rosary. Here in one grand “movie” of fifteen scenes we 
see Mary as the Leading Lady, playing her part with Jesus in the 
world’s redemption. 

While most Catholics, no doubt, are acquainted with the external 
form of the Rosary, few of them, perhaps, have succeeded in penetrat- 
ing beneath this outer shell to the real kernel of meditative prayer, to 
the real soul of the Rosary. Rightly has the Rosary been called the 
“layman’s Breviary.” It is rich in spiritual treasure. It is inexhaust- 
ible as a gold mine of heavenly gems. But, just as priests and religious 
in saying the Breviary try to follow the meaning of the psalms in 
mental prayer, so also the layman should try to meditate on the inspir- 
ing mysteries of Mary’s life as he whispers over and over again the 
soulful words of the Hail Mary. 

The soul of the Rosary consists in living over in our minds the 
marvelous events of Mary’s life. From the consideration of the mys- 
teries of the Rosary we shall naturally draw new graces and practical 
resolutions for our spiritual life. But the very word “meditation” 
frightens many. “How can I learn to meditate?” they exclaim. It is 
not so hard as it, may seem. Let us ignore the formidable word 
“meditation” and see how it is a natural process of thought and feeling. 
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Suppose an anxious mother gets a letter from her son or daughter 
attending school in a distant city. How does the mother read that 
letter? Not as she would a bill or an advertisement. No! She reads 
it over and over again. She pauses between sentences to reconstruct 
in her imagination the scenes described by her child. She even reads 
between the lines and perhaps begins to worry about the possible dan- 
gers to which her Jim or Mary is exposed in modern college life. She 
is with them again, living over the hours of study, play or loneliness. 

What is all this but meditation? Now revert to the Rosary. In 
fifteen decades we have fifteen vivid scenes of the inner life of Mary; 
fifteen personal letters to her children telling them about the stirring 
events of her life. How graphic, how appealing, how close to our own 
experiences! In these mysteries we have all the elements of human 
life with its sunshine and shadow, its sorrows and joys and hopes; 
all forming the framework of our own pilgrimage through this vale 
of tears to our heavenly home. 

Now, all we have to do is reconstruct these scenes and make history 
live again by the magic of our inner movie camera, reliving with Mary 
the moving events of her life. Take, for example, the first Joyful 
Mystery. The words announcing this stupendous event, the Annun- 
ciation, are quite familiar — too familiar, perhaps, to make any impres- 
sion on us! By constant repetition they have lost their appeal. But 
what message do they carry? What lies behind them? What do they 
tell us? Let us lift the veil and study this wondrous manifestation of 
God’s goodness and Mary’s generous co-operation. 

In this mystery we see Mary as the humble Virgin of Nazareth 
visited by the Archangel Gabriel, who came straight from the throne 
of God with the most consoling and important message ever whispered 
into human ears. In a few words Gabriel explains God’s plan for 
man’s .redemption. God himself will come in human form to save 
His people. He wishes to be born of a human mother. Will Mary 
consent to be His Mother and co-operate in His plans for man’s 
salvation? Mary understands the heavenly messenger and in an act 
of deepest faith and generous love surrenders her whole being to God. 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according to 
thy word.” Then, in answer to Mary’s generous surrender, God gives 
Himself to her and to us as our Savior. “And the Word (the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity) was made Flesh and dwelt amongst us.” 

Try to imagine the thrill in Mary’s heart when she realized the 
ineffable privilege that was hers— she had miraculously conceived 
the Son of God; God Himself was dwelling in her as in His chosen 
tabernacle; she had become God’s Mother! 
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Mary is our Mother, too, and we are to re-live her life. Some- 
thing extraordinary has also happened to us. In Baptism we were 
reborn to God, regenerated from sin and made living temples of the 
Most High. St. Paul expressly says: “Know you not that you are 
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” What 
an honor that the Triune God now dwells in our souls by sanctifying 
grace! We now have a new supernatural life; we are made for God, 
we must live for Him, and, like Mary, find our happiness in loving 
and serving Him. Let us pray to her for the grace to live up to this 
exalted vocation. 

This is only a glimpse of the rich field of thought that the mysteries 
of the Rosary open up for us. So far we have considered but one 
of these inspiring pictures — the Annunciation. Fourteen more await 
us — each one more intriguing than the other, each one leading us 
more deeply into the hidden recesses of Mary’s inner life. Each 
mystery, too, forms a parallel to our own earthly life; shows us the 
way God wants us to live; offers us consolation in sorrow; holds out 
a magnificent reward for our persevering efforts. 

How rich our lives would become if every day we wove a fresh 
garland of spiritual roses for our heavenly Mother and spent ten or 
fifteen minutes with her in mental prayer! What progress we would 
make in virtue if Sunday were linked to Sunday by this golden chain 
of prayer, rising upward step by step with our Blessed Mother as we 
live over with her the fifteen greatest events of her life! What a 
shower of graces her maternal hands would let fall upon her faithful 
children thus following so closely in her footsteps! 

With practice, the saying of the Rosary will become quite easy, 
the monotony will be overcome and with such beautiful thoughts in 
mind it will be simple to repeat the familiar words of the Ave Maria 
in adoration, thanksgiving and fervent petition. May the gracious 
Queen of the Rosary obtain this grace for all of us. 

















Christ Our fring. 


~Hono0d— 
dl, HE Holy Year of 1925, so rich in blessings and graces for all 


true lovers of the Sacred Heart, was brought to a close on 

December 31st of that year by the institution of the feast of 

the Kingship of Our Lord, to be celebrated annually on the 
last Sunday of October. This was thrown into relief by the renewal 
of the Consecration of the whole human race to the Heart of Jesus, 
when Pope Pius XI, the Vicar of Christ, solemnly and officially ac- 
claimed the Divine Savior King of Love through His adorable Heart. 
This gesture of the Supreme Pontiff was received with an ovation of faith 
by the whole Catholic world, and welcomed with joy by all who were 
fighting under the banner of “The Social Reign of the Sacred Heart.” 

Today, millions of Catholics the world over bend their knees in 
adoration and pay homage to Jesus Christ, the King of kings. Prayers 
of praise and thanksgiving are offered to Him — the King of Truth, 
the King of Love, who, nineteen centuries ago, descended from the 
heights of His heavenly throne, and chose as His earthly throne a 
bed of straw in a lowly stable of Bethlehem. Never in the history of 
the world was the arrival of a king so little noticed as was the arrival 
of the King of kings on our earth. In all the country surrounding 
Bethlehem, scarcely a person seemed to notice or care about the arrival 
of Him for whom the prophets had longed so many years. Never in the 
history of the world was a royal figure so badly received by his people. 
Never was a king scorned, humiliated -and sent to such an ignominious 
death as was the King of heaven and earth. : 

Side by side with those who hated Christ the King, there were 
always those who loved Him dearly, with a tender and generous love. 
In His own time, as today, Christ had bitter enemies, but also loving, 
faithful friends. In the stable at Bethlehem were Mary — His Mother, 
Joseph, the shepherds, and the Kings and Wise Men from the East, 
who had come to show Him homage and to express their sentiments 
of love and gratitude. Down through the ages, from the moment that 
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Pilate’s soldiers pressed the Crown of Thorns into the Head of our 
Divine King and bent their knees in mockery before His worn and 
battered Figure, shouting, “Hail, King of the Jews!” there have been 
unbelievers and faithless Christians who deny or ignore Christ’s King- 
ship over mankind. Yet, throughout the ages that Crown of Thorns, 
placed upon Our Lord’s head in derision, has become an object of love 
and worship of countless peoples of all nations. The Divine King, once 
rejected so bitterly by His own, reigns today as Ruler over the hearts 
of men in all parts of the world. Men and women who today follow 
the example of the shepherds and Wise Men of old, often come to 
pay homage and speak to their King in the Tabernacle. That is why 
we so often find men and women and children paying a visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament. At every hour of the day there are human lips 
which pronounce His Name with reverence and pay Him Divine 
homage. In every country, there are hearts that remember Him with 
gratitude, and there is no church, great or small, in which are not 
found souls laden with sorrow praying for consolation and courage 
to carry on for love of Christ the King. So it has been for nineteen 
hundred years, and so it will continue for all ages. 


Christ’s Reign over Men’s Hearts 


The reign of the King of Love over the hearts of men will never 
fail as do the kingdoms of this world, for the Kingdom of the King 
of kings is unique. It is a spiritual Kingdom — it is the Kingdom of 
heaven. The means by which Christ reigns is love, and love is not of 
this world; as St. John tells us, “Charity is of God!” 

When speaking to Saint Margaret Mary, Jesus said that He 
wished to reign as King through His Heart. His Sacred Heart is an 
inexhaustible fountain of love. This love is the reason for His reign 
over the hearts of men. He appeals to the hearts of men for love in 
return for His love. He desires to reign over all men’s hearts. He 
desires the submission of their understanding to the authority of God. 
The commandments which He lays down for our observance are the 
way, the only way to His eternal Kingdom, and although this way may 
often seem rough and thorny, He encourages us, saying, “My yoke is 
sweet and My burden light.” He supplies the means if we only love 
Him with a great, generous love and abandon ourselves to His loving 
and paternal care, as trusting subjects of the King of kings. 

Let us, therefore, make Christ the King the Ruler over our minds 
because He is the Truth; over our wills, by His grace, example and 
inspiration; and over our hearts through His love which “surpasses 
all knowledge.” Let Him not be for us a nominal King as so many 
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kings of today are. Let us permit Him truly to reign in our homes and 
in our lives. We proclaimed Him our King at Baptism, and our pro- 
fession of Christian faith is a standing renewal of that proclamation. 
Let us prove our obedience to Him, and show Him our loyalty by 
carrying out His will in all things, both in public and in private life. 
Let us mean it when we pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.” 

In many homes the world over, the image of the Sacred Heart 
has been enthroned to proclaim this Kingship of Christ over those 
homes.* Such homes are little Bethanies where Our Lord has His true 
friends; little Nazareths, where the members try to copy the life of 
the Holy Family. They make the Kingship of Christ a living reality, 
and fulfil the express wish of the Sacred Heart to reign in the homes 
of men. In return they experience the fulfilment of the promises of 
the Sacred Heart: “I will give peace to their families.” — “I. will bless 
the houses wherein the image of My Sacred Heart shall be exposed 
and honored.” 

The Enthronement helps in the sanctification of the family by 
establishing a close union between the Tabernacle in the Church and 
the tabernacle of the home. It promotes the frequentation of the sacra- 
ments, and fervent prayer. It leads to a true love for Holy Mass and 
encourages reparation through Holy Hours and acts of virtue. The 
Enthronement is a consecration of every moment and every hour to 
the Sacred Heart; it constitutes a state of life in which the precepts of 
the Gospel become the abiding law of the home of which the Sacred 
Heart is King. All those homes where the Sacred Heart has been 
enthroned, and where due honor is continuously shown, form one 
immense family throughout the whole world, and are animated by the 
same spirit of devotion towards Christ the King. Thus the Heart of 
Jesus becomes the center from whence radiates a Divine peace which 
must unite all in the bond of charity. May the King of Love hasten 
the hour when all Catholic homes will belong to this great family of 
the Sacred Heart, so that all may be united in the bonds of peace 
and love, and all may become beacon lights to souls wandering in the 
darkness of sin and unbelief. 


“Heart of Jesus, King and Center of all hearts, 
may Thy Kingdom come!” 





*Our booklet, “Knthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night 
Adoration in the Home” contains a complete explanation of the object 
and spirit of the Enthronement and its companion devotion, Night 
Adoration, as well as the means of carrying it out in the home. 10¢ 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 











To the holy Guardian Angels, whose feast we keep on October 2nd, has 
been entrusted the noblest and sublimest charge of protecting immortal souls. 
Little children, especially after baptism, are the object of their most tender 
solicitude, and our Lord tells us that “Their Angels always see the face of My 
Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 
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She: Motherhood, of Mary 


N the sixteenth century, even amid their many diver- 
gencies, the so-called reformers agreed in utterly reject- 
ing the honors paid by the Catholic Church to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, on the grounds that such venera- 
tion of the Mother detracted from the supreme worship 
due her Divine Son. Four centuries have more than 
sufficed to show the results of so doing: the Son has 

followed the Mother! The descendants of those who refused the title 
and rights of Mother of God to Mary refuse to Jesus the title of Son 

of God in the traditional sense of the term. Many reject His Godhead 
altogether, placing Him merely at the head of a line of great moral 
and social world-teachers; others still retain the word “Divinity” with 
respect to Him, but for them it is no longer synonymous with “Deity.” 





Holy Scripture tells us that those who first came to adore Him who 
is the Son of God and the Son of Mary found Him “with Mary His 
Mother.” At the scene of the first miracle at Cana, which marked the 
opening of His public life, “the Mother of Jesus was there.” In the 
tremendous hour when all was consummated, when types and shadows 
gave place to the mighty reality, “there stood by the Cross of Jesus 
His Mother.” And when the little flock which was to be the nucleus 
of the Church of God awaited in prayer the coming of the Paraclete, 
who would teach them all truth, again it was in company of Mary, 
the “Mother of Jesus.” Far from taking from the honor and love due 
the Incarnate Word, devotion to Mary is a strong bulwark protecting 
the central doctrine. He is ever found with His Mother; where Mary 
is denied her rights, sooner or later He is denied His; they stand or 
fall together. 

This was realized in the year 431 when, at the General Council of 
Ephesus, the Church condemned the Nestorian heresy, whereby the 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Nestorius, had taught that, since in Christ 
there are two persons, a Divine and a human, Mary was the Mother 
only of the Man, Christ, and therefore could not be called the “Mother 
of God.” He therefore denied that “wondrous and substantial union 
of the two natures which we call hypostatic.” 

On the occasion of the fifteenth centenary of the Council of 
Ephesus, Pope Pius XI issued the Encyclical “Lux Veritas” recalling 
the history of the heresy and commenting thus upon the dogma of the 
Hypostatic Union: “When once the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union is 
abandoned, whereon the dogmas of the Incarnation and of man’s Re- 
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demption rest and stand firm, the whole foundation of the Catholic 
religion falls and comes to ruin... When once this dogma of the truth 
is securely established, it is easy to gather from it that, by the mystery 
of the Incarnation, the whole aggregate of men and of mundane things 
has been endowed with a dignity than which certainly nothing greater 
can be imagined, and surely grander than that to which it was raised 
by the work of creation.” 


Proceeding to speak of the special dignity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Pope emphasizes that, “because she brought forth the Re- 
deemer of man, she is also in a manner the most tender Mother of us 
all, whom Christ, Our Lord, deigned to have as His brothers; where- 
fore we may confidently entrust to her all things that are ours, our joys, 
our troubles, our hopes; especially if more difficult times fall upon the 
Church — if faith fail because charity has grown cold, if private and 
public morals take a turn for the worse.” 


In this connection we are reminded of, another result of the loss of 
devotion to the Mother of God. Frequently we hear and speak of the 
“paganism” of the present age. The decline of faith has been followed 
inevitably by a decline in morality, and our elaborate and complex 
civilization is threatened with the dissolving agent which contributed 
in no small measure to the overthrow of the magnificent civilization 
of old Rome, namely, the loss of the domestic virtues, the disappear- 
ance of normal, healthy family life, consequent upon the abandonment 
of the Christian ideals of marriage and parenthood. 


It is a truism that one of the greatest social effects of Christianity 
was to raise the status of womanhood. Her legal position in the ancient 
world was little better than that of a slave, and although classical liter- 
ature furnishes us with examples of women who, in pagan times, yet 
enjoyed high honor and affection, such are few indeed, and but serve 
to prove the rule. Divorce, infanticide, general degradation of woman- 
hood, and not infrequently of childhood, were accepted features of 
the pagan social order. The ideal and model of the “new woman” of the 
Christian dispensation was the Mother of God. It was Mary, “Mother 
of fair love,” “Madonna,” “Our Lady,” who ennobled the degenerate 
old civilization, just as she tamed the fierce barbarian peoples; she it 
was who inspired the ideals of the later chivalry. In Mary all her 
sex was uplifted; in her motherhood all motherhood became blessed. 
Now again the world needs the hallowing influence of the Mother of 
God and of men, if “the life of the family, the beginning and founda- 
tion of all human society,” is to be preserved in all its nobility and 


purity. 
From the “Liturgical Year’’ by Dom Gueranger. 
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The Family Rosary 
ro-Khe-tbe-tte 


NE of the most reassuring signs of our times is certainly 
the interest taken in the recitation of the Rosary. The 
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima have opened the 
eyes of many to the dangers threatening a world 
already shaken to its foundations. A great effort is 
being made in various parts of the world to promote 
the Family Rosary. During the month of October 
this is a fitting subject for practical resolutions. 

When Pope Pius XI lay on his deathbed, he was 
dismayed and astounded that although the Supreme 

Pontiffs for over a hundred years had been warning the world against 
the peril of the rising tide of communism, still Catholics, for the most 
part, continued heedless of the danger... “At the present moment,” he 
exclaimed, “the world is trembling on the brink of the greatest catas- 
trophe that the human race has ever known, and yet Catholics remain 
sunk in apathetic complacency!” 

Some two years ago the present Holy Father pronounced perhaps 
the most solemn warning ever given to the Church by the Vicar of 
Christ. He said that the hour has struck; the battle, the most wide- 
spread, bitter and ferocious the world has ever known, has begun. It 
must be fought to a finish. There is no place for the cold or careless, 
for the tepid or faint-hearted. 

Still, in spite of the Holy Father’s burning words, is it not true 
that all too many remain dull, sluggish and complacent? There lies 
before us, on the one hand, chaos with suffering indescribable, and on 
the other, peace with the conversion of sinners and of Russia, if only 
we take the means offered to us to secure it. May we be aroused 
from our slumber before it is too late! 


Our Lady Anxious to Save the World 

Our Lady has made it abundantly clear that she is willing and 
anxious to save the world if only we will do our part. Our responsi- 
bility is tremendous, but an opportunity glorious beyond words is open 
before us. God grant that we rise to the occasion. 

When the first world war was drawing to a close, in the autumn 
of 1917, two men were smuggled into Russia’s capital, St. Petersburg, 
which had then become “Leningrad.” St. Peter was evicted and Lenin 
and Trotsky began the greatest anti-God campaign ever to sweep the 
world. Just twenty-seven days after they reached Leningrad, Our Lady 
appeared to the three children of Fatima. The weapon proposed by 
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Our Lady for the conversion of Russia and the world is quite clearly 
the Rosary, the Family Rosary, the daily Rosary. This it is that has 
saved Portugal; this it is that has placed that country in the limelight 
as an example to the whole human race. Wherever the statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima has passed it has set alight a flaming fire of faith and 
fervor. In every country, in every diocese, in every parish where it 
has been welcomed, it has enkindled afresh and left behind in the hearts 
of the faithful a great devotion to the daily family Rosary. Prayer 
and penance there must always be, but, above these, the lesson of 
Fatima is that of the Family Rosary. 


The Family Rosary Crusade 

And now we are witnesses to the mighty spread of the Family 
Rosary Crusade. Inaugurated in 1942 by Father Peyton, this Crusade 
uses the powerful weapon of the Family Rosary to provide the family 
with a possible and easy, yet most effective, means of combating the 
evils that now beset the home, and to give the young people of these 
homes a strong defense against the temptations with which they are 
faced. The motto of the campaign, “The family that prays together 
stays together,” echoes the words of the saintly Pope Pius IX, “If you 
desire peace in your hearts, in your homes, in your country, assemble 
every evening to recite the Rosary.” This Crusade has spread like 
wildfire through the United States and Canada, and has now crossed 
the ocean to encircle the British Isles. May it continue to spread until 
the restoration of the Family Rosary in every home throughout the 
world has been accomplished! 

In times of trial, the Mother of God is always ready to crush the 
serpent’s head with her heel. Never has the need been so great as at 
the present time, and never, perhaps, has the sign of a readiness to 
intervene been so clearly shown by Mary. To fail her now would be 
an unpardonable act of cowardice and tepidity. The devil has come 
forth openly into the arena and is playing his last card. He is leading 
his mad forces in one great army against the Church. The Pope has 
warned us. Mary calls. Close-knit to Christ in His Mystical Body, 
close-knit in charity to one another, let us go out, shoulder to shoulder, 
Rosary in hand, against the principalities of darkness, knowing full 
well that we shall drive the devils back to hell. For we are led by 
the Mother of God, and in the Mystical Body of Christ we have with 
us, in us, and around us, all the power of God. 








Spiritual Vitamin for September 


Virgin Mary, Mother of God, pray earnestly to Jesus for me. 
(Ind. of 300 days.) 
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The Close of the Holy Year of Jubilee 
—H0n04— 


HE extended year of Jubilee is to be officially closed on October 
13th, at Our Lady’s famed shrine of Fatima in Portugal. His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII will send a Papal Legate to preside at 

the impressive ceremonies, and pilgrims from many countries 
are expected to participate. This great occasion, which will take place 
on the thirty-fourth anniversary of the last apparition of Our Lady 
to the three privileged children, is a welcome manifestation to all Catho- 
lics that the Holy Father discountenances any: and all rumors spread 
to the effect that he has been disillusioned regarding Fatima. The 
choice of Fatima from among the countless possible shrines he might 
have selected demonstrates the Holy Father’s belief in the authenticity 
of the apparitions and message of Fatima, and is a fresh sign of his 
encouragement of the devotion now practiced by millions throughout 
the world. So while the closing of the Holy Year in the Cova da Iria 
is a cause of special rejoicing to the Portuguese, it is a source of im- 
mense satisfaction to all Catholics the world over. This act of the 
Holy Father’s, like so many others, — including the inauguration of 
the chapel of Our Lady of Fatima in the church of St. Eugenio in 
Rome, dedicated on June 2d —Jleaves no room for doubt as to the 
attitude of the Pope in the matter of the revelations. 

At the time of the closing of the Jubilee there will also take place 
in Fatima an International Catholic Congress on the Message of Fatima. 
The Congress will last three days, during which representative Catholics 
both from Portugal and abroad will discuss the following themes in 
three public sessions: The Message of Fatima and Peace in the Family; 
the Message of Fatima and Peace in Work and Employment; the 
Message of Fatima and Peace in the World. 

The Message of Our Lady of Fatima has been popularly called a 
“Peace Plan from Heaven.” That Message reaffirms the imperative 
call for penance and reparation — through sacrifice and suffering — 
which Jesus Himself made through St. Margaret Mary in the 17th cen- 
tury. It is an urgent pleading for sinners to humble themselves and 
seek pardon for their sins. During the year of Jubilee Catholics have 
had a unique opportunity to obtain the remission of all sins and of the 
punishment due to them by gaining the plenary indulgence, not once 
only, but as often as they fulfilled the specified conditions. It is hoped 
that all have availed themselves of this opportunity, or will yet do so. 

From the first apparition at Fatima the dominant theme of Our 
Lady was the prevalence of moral evil, the necessity of avoiding sin, 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 175 


and the need of reparatien for sin. She made the return of peace 
contingent on a return to the right order of living. Such a right order 
has been outlined by a missionary priest (Rev. Lawrence Lovasik, 
S.V.D.), who offers the following seven excellent rules: 


1. Look at life as it really is, remembering that this world will 
pass away while the next is eternal; that your greatest duty is to give 
glory to God and to save your soul. 

2. Hate sin, even venial sin, as the greatest evil in the world, and, 
therefore, avoid every occasion that will lead you into it; and if you 
should fall through human weakness, be sincerely sorry and penitent, 
and return to an even more intimate friendship with God. 

3. Shun the spirit of the world, despise its interests and opinions, 
and never conform to its ways. 

4. See the Hand of God’s Providence in all that happens, and with 
confidence abandon yourself to His loving guidance. 

5. Love God above all things and find delight in Him alone, and 
for His sake love your neighbor and His creatures. 


6. Love Jesus with a deep personal love as your best Friend. Try 
to please Him in all that you do, and never hurt Him by wilful sin. 
Attend Holy Mass and receive Him in Holy Communion often — each 
week, or even daily, if you can. Visit Him in the Blessed Sacrament 
frequently. Endeavor to live in constant union with Him, especially 
by making little acts of love and self-denial. 

7. Love the Blessed Virgin Mary sincerely as your Mother and 
Model. Say your Rosary daily. 


The love of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, devotion to Our 
Blessed Mother, particularly to her Immaculate Heart, the daily recital 
of at least five decades of her Rosary, flight from sin — especially sins 
of the flesh, shunning immodest fashions and immoral reading, the 
practice of penance on which the Sacred Heart and Immaculate Heart 
of Mary insist so much, and charity towards all, but principally towards 
the sick and the poor, must infallibly restore peace in families and in 
places of employment, and ultimately, may we not hope, in the world? 

St. Grignon de Montfort wrote of Our Blessed Mother: “It is in 
the Heart of Mary that the world will again find true fraternity; it is 
by the Heart of Mary that it will obtain pardon and mercy of God; 
it is with the Heart of Mary that the new city will be built in truth, 
justice and charity; it is for the Heart of Mary, for its honor and glory, 
that humanity, grateful and free, will in the near future increase its 
manifestation of love and filial gratitude.” May the Heart of Mary, 
by obtaining a genuinely universal peace, extend to humanity a pro- 
longed Jubilee of peace and justice and charity! 
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Scheyern Crosses Given as Premiums for New 
Subscriptions Till the End of 1951 


There is deep significance in the decision of the Holy Father to 
have the closing ceremonies of the Jubilee Year of 1951 carried out 
in the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima, in Portugal, on October 13th, 
with a Cardinal Legate presiding. The honor thus paid to Fatima will 
quicken the devotion of the faithful all over the world in carrying 
out Our Lady’s plea for prayer, penance and reconciliation. 

Though previous issues of this magazine have stated that a 
Scheyern Cross would be given until the end of the Holy Year for each 
NEW subscription, we will continue to give these crosses until the end 
of 1951, so that those who have not yet availed themselves of this 
limited opportunity may obtain one or several of these precious little 
crosses. These crosses are small metal images of a relic of the True 
Cross, kept at Scheyern, Germany, and touched to it. Each cross is 
accompanied with an explanatory leaflet which suggests suitable 
prayers. When sending in new subscriptions, kindly mention whether 
you wish the cross sent to YOU or to the person in whose name the 
subscription is being entered. 


A Striking Favor Obtained 


I had been unmercifully annoyed by atheists in the office where 1 
work, and it looked as if they were going to triumph over me because I 
was becoming mentally exhausted by their insults and ill-treatment day 
in and day out. As soon as I received the Scheyern Cross I pinned it 
on myself and prayed that I might overcome my enemies and that they 
would cease in their evil. They did. I still recite the prayers suggested 
when wearing the Cross, and I cannot begin to tell you how efficacious 
this practice has been. I also recite ‘““Through the Sign of the Cross, 
deliver us, O God, from our enemies” whenever I make the Sign of the 
Cross. I know of no other means more powerful than this. It is truly 
priceless. My only hope is that every one who receives one of the 
Scheyern Crosses will experience the same wonderful effects from its 
use and will realize how valuable it is. Miss M.E.W., Missouri. 




















Blessed Are the Merciful 


IVE and it shall be given to you,’’ Our Lord tells us, and adds 

further that if we wish Him to answer ‘‘Here I am’’ when we 
call to Him for help, we must, in our turn, help the needy. St. Paul 
adds: ‘‘Do not forget kindness and charity, for by such sacrifices God’s 
favor is obtained.”’ 

The unhappy victims of war are still in desperate need of food, 
clothing, medicine and shelter, to say nothing of the help necessary 
to rebuild their destroyed churches, homes and schools. May we again 
ask your assistance in relieving their want? Clothing and money offer- 
ings are especially solicited and will quickly be sent where they will 
do the most good. Kindly address to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





Sa 








—— 
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Campaigners for Christ the King 


a ceqes 
02) cos come 


N heaven, before all ages, the Eternal Father 

placed His Son Jesus Christ as King over 
all the nations of the earth. They were rebought, 
in time, with the price of His Blood, and there- 
fore they belong to Him by a double right, as 
God and as Man. During His public life, Christ 
gradually unfolded the Divine scheme of His 
Kingdom to men. In parables He told of the wonderful growth of this 
Kingdom and explained in detail that it is a “Kingdom of truth and 
life, a Kingdom of holiness and grace, a Kingdom of justice, love and 
peace” (Preface of the Mass of the Kingship). He trained twelve 
men, the Apostles, as His vicegerents to carry on the administration 
of His Kingdom on earth after He should have gone to take possession 
of His eternal throne in heaven. Just before His departure, He charged 
these twelve Apostles to go into all the world and teach the Gospel He 
had taught them, and thus spread His Kingdom. Faithful to this 
Divine command, the Apostles, with the help of the Holy Spirit, won 
many nations to Christianity. Burning with the same apostolic zeal, 
the early Christians continued to spread the Kingdom of Christ, and in 
a few centuries the Gospel had literally been preached to “all men and 
all nations.” It became part and parcel of men’s daily lives, as the 
“Ages of Faith” bear witness. 

But these “Ages of Faith” were followed in the course of time 
by a decline. Indifferentism set in, and the threat of the Holy Ghost: 
“I know thy works; thou art neither cold nor hot; but because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to vomit thee out 
of My mouth,” was verified in the revolt of Protestantism, which divided 
Christianity and gave birth to the pernicious doctrine that everyone 
could believe what he chose and live according to his own mind. 

The majority of mankind was thus left without an absolute 
standard of truth and without an unchanging moral code, from which 
cause disbelief in any creed and in the very existence of God has grown 
to such an extent that today our world stands perhaps at the most 
momentous and critical point of its entire history. “The gentiles shall 
rage,” says the Royal Prophet, “and the people meditate vain things. 
The kings of the earth stood up, and the princes of the earth met 
together against the Lord and against His Christ. Let us break Their 
bonds asunder and let us cast away Their yoke from us.” The people 
have stood up against Christ and have cast off His yoke, with the 
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resulting terrible devastation of the recent world war and the hatred 
and strife that continues among nations. The threatening shadow of 
God’s scourge continues to menace the unhappy world, which will not 
serve Jesus Christ and will not recognize His majesty and sovereignty. 
Society and nations render homage to the idols of materialism; bank 
buildings, hotels, theaters, government buildings, — many of them veri- 
table palaces— are the “temples” of this materialistic cult. Today 
“money is king.” The human body with its carnal desires, human 
pride and blinded knowledge, lays claim to royal honor and admira- 
tion. The rapidly degenerating conditions of society are becoming so 
ominous that even unbelievers agree that things are fast coming to a 
climax where there must be either a permanent peace among men or 
world destruction. Some poet has expressed the issue in these mo- 
mentous words: “Once to every man and nation comes the moment to 
decide, in the strife of truth and falsehood, for the good or evil side.” 
Yes, the moment has come when each must declare whether he is for 
or against God and the Kingdom of Christ. 

In many encyclicals, both the late Pope Pius XI and our present 
Holy Father, Pius XII, when treating of Catholic Action, have called 
upon the Catholic laity to engage themselves in a Campaign for Christ 
and actively fight off secularism, atheism and communism. Our days 
are decisive and crucial. Catholics have too long failed to respond 
to the call of the Sovereign Pontiffs. To remain complacent longer, 
to close one’s eyes to what is happening in the world, and to say that it 
is not one’s concern what others believe, is to fail as a Catholic! There 
is an all-out mobilization of the enemies of Christ, and Catholics must 
wake up to the fact that the time for real action has come. To stand 
indifferently by is to declare oneself hostile to the Cause of Christ, for 
“he who is not with Me is against Me!” 


Organization of the ‘Campaigners’ 

On January 22, 1947, Pope Pius XII made the statement: “Today 
we have need of a bold and vigorous band of those — both men and 
women — who, while living in the midst of the world, are at every 
moment ready to fight for the law of God, for Christ — with eyes fixed 
upon Him as the Model to imitate, as the Leader to follow in their 
Apostolic labors.” There has been organized within the last ten years 
just such a lay apostolate, emulating the zeal and faith of the early 
Christians. It is called the “Campaigners for Christ the King.” Its 
members actively engage in a definite campaign for Christ, and seek 
to carry His truth amongst the masses of the people as modern apostles 
of this day. Consecrating themselves wholly to God, they live lives of 
Christlike simplicity, dedicating themselves to the help of their fellow- 
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men. Realizing that one cannot give to others what he does not him- 
self possess, these men and women strive first of all for self-sanctifica- 
tion by fervent prayer, daily Mass, frequent reception of the sacra- 
ments, and special devotion to the Holy Spirit and to the Mother of 
God. The leaders of the movement themselves recite daily a portion 
of the Divine Office, and all members are expected to say daily a prayer 
to the Holy Spirit which pleads for the infusion of His seven Gifts. 


The Campaigners take seriously the idea of the lay apostolate as 
a distinct and glorious vocation. They have chosen the family apos- 
tolate as their special work, believing that young couples burning with 
Catholic ideas and ideals can live their ordinary lives in such a way as 
to become a quickening leaven in the corrupted mass of indifference 
about them. The Campaigners substitute personal action for pious 
wishing, and strive to extend the Kingdom of Christ on earth at any 
cost. They hope, with the help of God, to bring about a positive 
spiritual revival among mankind, by bringing the Word of God to the 
poor, to the ignorant and outcast of society, to all those outside the 
Church, and to the masses who, inoculated with materialistic philoso- 
phies, have abandoned Christ and degenerated into a mere brutish 
manner of living. They seek out and exhort fallen-away Catholics 
to return to the Fold of Christ so that their impending ruin may be 
prevented before it is too late. 


The Campaigners of Christ now number more than seven hundred 
members. They were first organized at Staten Island, New York, and 
hope in due time to be working in every state of the Union. They are 
endeavoring to extend their work also to various parts of the world 
outside the United States where the need for lay missionaries is great. 
At the present time, special efforts are being carried on with the hope 
of building up a strong Church in Germany — the last frontier, as it 
were, against ever-advancing hordes of atheistic communism. This 
militant lay-apostolate operates under joint lay and clerical direction, 
organizing in a diocese with the consent and approbation of its bishop, 
and co-operating with other lay-apostolates, for in the Mystical Body 
of Christ all are “members one of another” (Rom. 12:5). 

The particular activities of the Campaigners include the distribu- 
tion of Catholic literature, the operation of Catholic Information Cen- 
ters, the establishment of all types of study groups, radio programs in 
defense of the Faith, an intensive program of street preaching, centers 
for training “Apostles,” and numerous other fields. One of their 
most important centers of activity is the so-called “Red Square” in 
New York City. Here they carry on street preaching every Sunday 
afternoon to crowds which may be interested, apathetic, openly hostile, 
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or all three. In three months’ work they brought about over one 
hundred conversions and returns to the sacraments. The promoters 
are planning to have continuous distribution of literature at Grand 
Central and Times Square in New York, and to have a Campaigner 
preaching on all the Staten Island ferry boats. But it is not only in 
New York that the Campaign is carried on. There are units of the 
Campaigners in California, in Colorado, in Maryland, and in some 
twenty other states, as well as in Canada. 

The Campaigners go out into the “highways and byways” to brjng 
souls into their Father’s house. They realize that it is no longer sufh- 
cient for Catholics to pray for sinners and unbelievers. They believe 
that if a man loves his neighbor as himself, he must share with him 
his greatest treasure: the CaTHOLIC Faitu! 

The Catholic laity of America are invited to join this dynamic 
Campaign. Here is an opportunity which may never come again to 
help lead the world out of chaos and atheism to peace in Christ. Will 
you accept the challenge to join this world-wide spiritual and moral 
battle “to restore all things in Christ”? Are you prepared to take up 
the Cause of Christ the King as His true follower? Christ needs YOU, 
whether you are young or old, whether you are eighteen or eighty. 
Your life has a meaning and you have a mission similar to that given 
to the Apostles. The Church has four marks: It is ONE, HOLY and 
CATHOLIC, but it is also APOSTOLIC, and, that it may truly be so, 
every Catholic must become an intelligent lay apostle. Zeal is the dis- 
tinguishing sign of the Campaigners. One cannot but be impressed 
by the zeal which has led them into Moslem and Jewish centers, into 
Protestant seminaries, into prisons, hospitals, and communistic organ- 
izations. They are inspired with the vision of the “GREAT RETURN.” 
Do you also lift up your eyes and see how great is the harvest and 
how few the laborers. Now is the time to prove your Faith. Do not 
delay to help in this Cause. You can do so by PERSONAL ACTION 
in your own neighborhood. Spread information about the Church and 
about the Campaigners. Funds, books, literature, stamps, are needed 
at the various centers. Further information on this Militant Lay 
Apostolate can be obtained from any of the addresses below: 


Mr. Arthur Stabile, Director Rev. L. M. Blondell 
Cc. C. K. Training House 
Box 94, Staten Island 10, N. Y. St. Matthews 


Alvinston, Ontario, Canada 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Miller 
896 Fox Street Mr. & Mrs. David Hennessey 
Pronx, N. Y. Ridge Road 
Westminster, Maryland 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


The Love of Benevolence (Concluded) 
Reparation and Atonement. 


Lastly, you must practice the love of benevolence towards your 
beloved Savior by means of reparation and atonement for the countless 
sins committed against Him the world over and by every class of people. 

If it were given you to see the sins of men as they are committed 
unceasingly day and night all over the world, you would be terrified 
and horror-stricken. You could not see this fearful spectacle and live. 
Now, every single one of these sins is a greater evil in itself than 
would be the utter destruction of the entire solar system and the sudden 
death of the whole human race. What, then, must be, in the eyes of 
God, the accumulated malice of the countless sins which are committed 
every moment of the day, not only by unbelievers and pagans, but 
also by those who call themselves Christians and followers of Christ? 
And the sins of the latter are all the more grievous and hateful to 
God because committed by those who have the light of Faith and are 
therefore guilty of a great abuse of grace. 

It would take too long to give a complete list of the more flagrant 
violations of the Ten Commandments, but we cannot omit mentioning 
a few which have become so numerous as to constitute what are known 
as public and national sins. Such are: the widespread dishonoring 
of Sunday; the sins of uncharitableness by gossip, detraction, slander, 
hatred, enmity and revenge; the many sins against life by culpable 
manslaughter, wilful murder, mercy-killing and abortion; the many 
sins of dishonesty and injustice in business and in the relations between 
Capital and Labor; and especially the innumerable sins of impurity in 
their endless variety. To this list we must add the prevalence of occa- 
sions of sin as found in the widespread vile literature of the day, in 
salacious movies, disreputable dance-halls, immodesty in dress, and in 
particular the great sin of wholesale “scandalizing of the little ones” 
as embodied in the God-less and religion-less system of education in the 
primary schools, and the anti-Christian and immoral teachings imparted 
to our youth in secular schools of higher learning. 

But there are two sins which must receive special mention as 
being not only very grave violations of the law of God, but also a 
very serious menace to society and a provocation of God’s justice to in- 
flict chastisements of a public and national character, such as were in- 
flicted on the world by the two recent world-wars. These two sins 
are divorce and race-suicide. 
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Divorce is a grievous sin against the sixth commandment. Yet 
it is sanctioned, that is, declared lawful, by nearly all the governments 
of the world and by all the States of our country. Now it must be 
stressed that a State or Government has no more right to sanction 
divorce than it has to sanction arson or murder. Hence, every time 
it grants a divorce to validly married couples it renders itself guilty 
of a grave public sin against God’s positive law. To this there is 
often added another equally grievous sin, namely that of sanctioning 
an adulterous re-marriage. 

But now we are facing the fact that for the last several years the 
number of divorces in the United States was several hundred thousand 
annually. Thus there were 264,000 in 1940; 400,000 in 1944; 613,000 
in 1946; and 450,000 in 1947. This means that the sin of divorce, 
chargeable not only to the divorced couples, but also to the State, was 
committed at the rate of 70 every hour, day and night, in 1946, and 
50 every hour in 1947.* 


Finally, there are innumerable other sins of unchastity committed 
by all classes of persons, young and old, married and unmarried. 
These are becoming more and more numerous at the present time by 
reason of the widespread decay of religion, and especially the pagan 
teaching imparted to our young people in our secular schools, which 
flatly denies the existence of sin, and encourages the unrestrained grati- 
fication of the passions, and in particular that of lust. 


This rather limited list of sins that are committed incessantly 
against the infinite majesty of God should suffice to let you see how 
patient and long-suffering He is in bearing with the perverse will of 
His children. But there is necessarily a limit to the extent of their 
sinfulness; and when this limit has been reached, expiation by public 
and national punishments will be exacted. The deluge, the destruction 
of Sodom and the destruction of Jerusalem are examples of this. And 





*When it comes to race-suicide there are two sins involved: abortion and 
abuse of marriage by contraception. 

In regard to the heinous crime of wilful murder of the innocent by abortion 
in this country it is impossible to’ give reliable figures, since this sin is for the 
most part committed secretly. The estimates of physicians vary greatly, 
ranging from 300,000 to a million a year. Supposing the number to be 500,000, 
there would be 57 abortions every hour, or one about every minute, every day 
of the year. 

To these sins must be added the countless sins of impurity committed 
by married persons who practice birth-limitation by means of contraceptives. 
That these sins are committed on a very vast scale can easily be concluded 
from the falling birth rate in this and other countries, and the enormous sale 
of contraceptive devices. 
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there can be no doubt whatever that the recent world-wide war with 
its unimaginable horrors and sufferings was just such a punishment 
inflicted for the accumulated sins of a God-less and God-denying and 
God-defying generation. 


Love Prompts Atonement. 


Just as all true lovers of Jesus are aflame with a burning desire 
to make Him known and loved, and to rejoice at every triumph of 
grace over sin and sinners, so also are they deeply pained and afflicted 
at the knowledge that, day in and day out, He is offended, insulted 
and outraged by the millions of sins committed the world over. 


While it is true that many of these sins are sins of weakness and 
ignorance, it is also true that very many of them are sins of downright 
malice committed by Christ’s enemies, who, like the demons who 
inspire them, positively hate Him and would again put Him to death 
if they could. Think of the nothing less than diabolical hatred which 
modern militant atheism is bearing Him and the horrible blasphemies 
it directs against Him, and see if Christ has not again become the 
outcast of His people as on the day of His crucifixion nearly two 
thousand years ago. One almost wonders if whole legions of demons 
have not taken full possession of these enemies of Christ. 


To all this sinfulness must further be added the outrages and 
affronts offered to Our Lord by the sins which are special to Christians, 
namely, the sacrileges committed by the unworthy reception of the 
Sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion and various other prof- 
anations of the Holy Eucharist. And last, but not least, the great 
general sins of which large numbers of people are guilty, namely that 
of complete forgetfulness of God and refusal to render Him the worship 
and service due to Him. 

True lovers of Jesus cannot be aware of all these sins with which 
His Sacred Heart is pierced over and over again, as once It was pierced 
with a lance while He was hanging on the Cross, without grieving and 
sympathizing with Him and feeling constrained to offer to Him every 
possible form of atonement and reparation. They see Him insulted, 
wounded and crucified anew, and this sight affects them as it did 
Mary, John and Magdalen at the foot of the Cross. 

If, then, you have a true love of benevolence for your Divine 
Redeemer, the making of reparation to Him must be your constant 
occupation. There are many ways of doing this. Make it a practice 
to declare to Him your heartfelt sympathy and condolence at the count- 
less insults directed against Him; offer up prayers, assist at Holy Mass 
and receive Holy Communion; impose on yourself acts of self-denial. 
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mortification and abstention from worldly amusements; gladly bear 
whatever sufferings come to you from sickness, disappointments, contra- 
dictions and persecutions — all for the purpose of making atonement 
to Him for the sins of those who do not love Him. 

You can do even more than this. You can, like many other 
generous souls, rise to the heroism of offering yourself to Him to be 
a victim of expiation, asking Him to send you any kind of suffering 
He may choose, and then bearing this patiently and gladly, happy 
at the thought that by doing this you can give Him some little con- 
solation in the excessive grief and sorrow He experienced in His Passion 
at the clear vision of the sins of the present-day world. 

As a victim soul you can do very much to turn away God’s public 
chastisements, bring about the conversion of sinners, and make the 
cause of God triumph in the world despite the bitter war which Satan 
and his human allies are waging against the Mystical Spouse of Christ, 
the Catholic Church.* 

We have explained at some length in how many ways you can 
practice the love of benevolence for your blessed Savior. It should 
bring home to you the fact that your holy Faith demands much more 
of you than merely performing a few essential duties; that it calls 
for your wholehearted zeal in the promotion of Christ’s interests in 
the souls of your fellowmen; and that you are expected to make sacri- 
fices of comfort, convenience, pleasure, social affairs, fashion, easy 
living and material goods in order to do your share in the great work 
of “preaching the Gospel to all nations” and making Jesus Christ known 
and loved by all for whom He shed His most Precious Blood on the 
Cross. (Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 


*Since the offering of yourself as a victim soul is a very heroic 
thing it should be made only with the permission of your Confessor. 





To the means of offering reparation to our Divine Lord suggested 
in the foregoing article, we should like to add that of Night Adoration 
in the Home. Besides being a most pleasing act of love and reparation, 
the Holy Hour, offered during the silent hours of the night in the 
privacy of one’s own home, also draws down richest blessings on the 
individual offering the Hour, upon his family, the Church, and the 
whole world. In this our day of unbridled passion and moral de- 
pravity, when God is unceasingly offended and outraged by numerous 
grievous sins, may many loving souls enlist in this great army of 
reparation, to counteract the evil of sin and to save the world from 
the just chastisements of Divine Justice. One hour of adoration a 
month, between the hours of 9 P.M. and 6 A.M., is all that is required. 
Send us your own name and the names of others you may be able to 
enlist in this crusade, and help to complete the 50,000 NEW night 
adorers being solicited for the Jubilee Year of 1951. 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 


The Prisoners of the King 
“t-te 
The Raising of the Widow’s Son 


>, AINT Luke, without doubt, had a particular reason for re- 
lating in his Gospel the incident of Our Lord’s raising the 
widow’s son from the dead. The story is so familiar that 
it hardly needs repetition, but we may briefly recall how 
Our Lord, with His disciples and a considerable multitude 
of followers, was approaching, on foot, a city called Naim. 
As He came near the gates of the town, a funeral procession 
met Him. The corpse was that of a young man, the only son of a 
widow, whom a great number of townspeople were accompanying to 
the grave. Our Lord was touched with pity at the mother’s bereave- 
ment, and bade her not to weep. Then He went up to the bier, touched 
it, and, while the bearers stood still, bade the young man arise. At 
once, “he that was dead sat up, and began to speak,” and Our Lord 
“gave him to his mother.” 

The manner in which we are applying our considerations on the 
miracles of Our Lord to the holy souls, and to the means of relieving 
them, allows us to leave aside the more obvious teaching of this miracle 
and to dwell upon some truths which may be inferred, rather than 
directly conveyed, by the circumstances of the case. In this incident, 
Our Lord’s motive for restoring the young man to life seems to have 
been His compassion for his widowed mother. Our Lord may have 
had other motives than this, but this is especially mentioned by Saint 
Luke. We are told nothing of any intercession as in the case of some 
of His other miracles, nor is it certain that the throng who were 
present had the faith requisite to entreat Our Lord for so great a favor. 

Now, if we turn our thoughts from the scene set before us by 
St. Luke to the condition of the suffering souls in purgatory, we 
naturally ask ourselves whether their state may not have a claim on 
the compassionate Heart of Our Lord just as did the situation of the 
sorrowing widow of Naim. We see at once that every Christian soul, 
but especially every soul in purgatory, on account of its helplessness 
and suffering, may be considered a child of two mothers — the Catholic 
Church and Our Blessed Lady. We know, too, that Our Lord takes 
note of this claim on His compassion, and that each soul, whether on 
earth or in purgatory, receives help for the sake of its filial relation- 
ship to the Church and to His Most Blessed Mother. Let us dwell a few 
moments on Our Blessed Lady’s interest in and power over the holy 
souls, though the subject could never be adequately treated. 
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Our Blessed Lady and the Holy Souls 


It is probable that the higher the saints are in their knowledge 
and love of God, the more clearly they “understand,” as the Psalmist 
says, “concerning the needy and the poor” (Ps. 40), and this in a 
special manner concerning the neediest and poorest (in a sense) of 
God’s children — the sufferers in purgatory. If this be so, then, in- 
asmuch as Our Blessed Mother’s knowledge of God and of Our Lord, 
and of all that belongs to His glory, is greater than that of all the 
angels and saints together, her charity, too, is more intense and so 
likewise must be her desire to aid the holy souls in purgatory. In 
one respect the holy souls may be called the “dearest of her children,” 
for does not every mother feel most for a child that is suffering or 
afflicted? And Mary has been made in a particular way their Mother 
by Our Lord on the Cross. Jesus’ Precious Blood has borne fruit 
in these holy souls, for which reason, too, they are most dear to Mary. 
Again, Our Lady has a special compassion for them because she her- 
self suffered so intensely throughout her life. Their sufferings due 
to the pain of detention from heaven, but borne in perfect peace and 
union with the will of God, touch her deeply, for she felt the same 
when separated from Jesus. 

Furthermore, in proof of Mary’s compassion for the holy souls, 
we find in the lives of the saints and in chronicles of religious orders 
many anecdotes of Our Lady constantly exercising her power in their 
behalf. From all these considerations it follows that devotions prac- 
ticed in Our Lady’s honor are most efficacious in helping these blessed 
sufferers. But as this is the month of the Rosary we will speak here 
only of the universal devotion of the holy Rosary with which all 
Catholics are familiar. 

Some writers tell us that the Rosary, after the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, is one of the most powerful means that can be used for the 
deliverance of the holy souls. The holy Rosary stands to the great 
mass of Christians much in the same place as does the Divine Office 
in the religious orders. The Divine Office is the great public prayer 
of the Catholic Church, and it has great efficacy as the prayer of the 
Mystical Body, that prayer of Christ the Head together with His mem- 
bers, a united, universal and official prayer of praise. Now, the holy 
Rosary is sometimes called the “Psalter of Mary,” and the universality 
of its use renders it, in a sense, the prayer of the whole Church, 
though not in the same degree as the Divine Office. Intrinsically, more- 
over, it has an immense impetratory power with God, because it is 
in fact the pleading before Him of the merits of Our Lord and of Our 
Blessed Lady in all the mysteries which it commemorates, and which 
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embrace the whole range of our Redemption. Then, again, the Rosary 
pleads all those merits, at it were, through the Heart and lips of Mary 
herself, and so it adds to the power of the mysteries, in themselves, that 
of her perfect prayer and intercession, and the affections and intensity 
of charity which glow in her bosom. Again, the Rosary uses with all 
its marvelous power the words of our blessed Lord in the “Our Father,” 
and of the Archangel, St. Elizabeth, and the Church, in the “Hail Mary.” 
The “Glory be to the Father,” which closes each decade, is a magnifi- 
cent prayer rendering infinite glory to the Blessed Trinity, since it 
embraces the sum-total of glory rendered to God in time and in eternity, 
by men and angels, and by the Son of God Himself. At the same time 
the Rosary is a chain of the most excellent acts of faith, hope and 
charity, and other supernatural virtues, which are exercised in the 
consideration of the mysteries. 


It would be almost impossible to exaggerate the importance which 
holy writers attach to the devotion of the Rosary, whether as a means 
of intercession for the holy souls, or for one’s own benefit. It is a 
matter of history that many insidious heresies have been overcome, and 
many great victories and graces have been obtained from God through 
its pious recital. So let us be most fervent in using the Rosary as a 
powerful means of aiding the holy souls in purgatory, and while we 
recite it for them let us remember that in this, as in other acts of 
charity which we practice towards them, our charity flows back in 
abundant streams to benefit ourselves in this world and in the next. 


tp t-e— G— 


‘““A Loan to God’’ 


This is a day especially dear to the hearts of all Catholics who 

realize the privilege and responsibility that is theirs in helping 
the missionaries and missions all over the world. On this Sunday, the 
21st of October, they will unite as one family to offer their Holy Masses, 
Communions, prayers and alms for the success of the labors of the 
heroic men and women who spend their lives in bringing the Faith to 
others, that there may be but ‘‘one fold, and one Shepherd.” 

A few years after his coronation as Pope, our present Holy Father 
made a passionate appeal for aid to the missions. He called on the 
faithful to pray and offer sacrifices, saying:‘‘Prayer is the sword that 
pierces the heart of God, and lets flow His love and mercy: it is the 
offering made by your lips, by your hearts’ loving interest in the 
missioners of Christ, in those lambs that have strayed from the fold, 
in those pathetic sufferers who are bearing the burden and torments 
of our calamitous age. That offering of prayer, rising before the sacred 


\ | YHE third Sunday of October brings us MISSION SUNDAY of 1951. 
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tabernacles where the Divine Shepherd of His redeemed flock lives, 
encourages, and associates Himself with His apostles in the fields and 
by-paths of their weary toil, will not fail to be accompanied by the 
gift of your hand. You will offer it in this sad and distressing hour 
to help the Spouse of Christ in the propagation of the Faith... The 
money you give to help the missions is a loan made to the Lord, and 
the Lord will compensate you for it. Christ, who speaks and works 
in the champions of His Gospel, will grant you to share in their 
merits; He will consider as given to Him what you give to them.” 


Daily, in the “Our Father,” that prayer taught us by Christ Him- 
self, we pray ‘‘Thy Kingdom come.’’ This Mission Sunday is a golden 
opportunity to do our share in making that petition come true. 
Seldom has the need of the missions been so great. War and other 
disasters have caused the missionary Church to suffer much, as did 
the Church of the catacombs. Pitiful letters flow into the Mission 
Aid headquarters from missionaries in devastated areas, describing 
a want and destitution that is scarcely human. They tell of priests 
and Sisters imprisoned, tortured and put to death, and of others 
working as little more than slave iaborers in order to remain with 
their people, because they know that of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 


In the vast mission sections of our country, too, missionaries 
must struggle long and hard against such enemies as ignorance, 
bigotry and bitter poverty. Gladly they endure privation and insult, 
living quarters barer sometimes than those of the ones for whom they 
labor, and churches of the poorest structure, that they may bring 
the Gospel of Christ to these neglected lambs of His flock. 


In a private audience with the National Director of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith, Pope Pius XII said: ‘‘America is 
my comfort and consolation in these sad days. She is the light of the 
world and the star of hope in these dark times. I hope America will 
continue to support the sorrowful and that she will ever be faithful 
to her Christian ideals. The missions have suffered a great deal as a 
result of cruel wars, but their rehabilitation and the continuance of 
their spiritual and corporal works of mercy and charity will prosper 
under the grace of God, through the generous spiritual and material 
assistance, so characteristic of the American people, who are known 
to forget self when their brothers are in suffering and misery.’’ Let 
us not fail the Holy Father, then, but give generously of our prayers 
and alms, remembering his former words that what is given to the 
missions is given to Christ himself. ; 


Offerings may be given to your local parish collection or sent to: 


Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, National Director 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
109 East 38th Street, New York 16, N.Y. 








St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Patroness of the Missions, pray for us. 
(Ind. of 100 days, each time.) 











Little Lovers’ League 


HE month of October brings with it three feasts of 
| special interest to us, dear Little Lovers. These are: 
<4 the feast of the Guardian Angels on October 2nd, that 
‘of St. Therese, the “Little Flower,” on October 3rd, 
and that of the Holy Rosary on October 7th. 

Last month we told you something about the Guardian Angels; 
about their love for us and their eagerness to help us in all our needs. 
Do not forget, therefore, to ask them to help you with your school- 
work. They are very much interested in that as they are in everything 
that concerns us, and by their prayers these wonderful spirits can 
make “reading, writing and ’rithmetic” a real pleasure. 

Of course, you know something about the life of St. Therese of 
the Child Jesus, and how she promised to spend her heaven doing 
good upon earth. And you remember that she is the Patroness of 
the Missions as well as the special Patroness of Little Lovers’ League. 
Wouldn’t it be a splendid idea to become “home missionaries” like the 
Little Flower, by offering up your prayers and sacrifices, and perhaps 
some pennies too, for the success of the missions? St. Therese will 
surely expect you to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion 
in her honor on her feast day, and in return she will obtain very special 
graces for you from the Sacred Heart. 

And last, but certainly not least, October 7th is the beautiful feast 
of the Holy Rosary, that devotion so dear to the heart of the Mother 
of God. How many people, do you suppose, have climbed to heaven 
on the ladder of these beads? So let us all try to make a lovely crown 
of roses for Mary on her feast by reciting the Rosary with special 
fervor. And may she, in turn, bless each one of you with the rich 
gold of her great love for God, the rose-red of her charity and the 
lily-white of her spotless purity. 


PRACTICE: Make October a real ‘‘Rosary’”’ month by praying your 
Rosary every day. If your family are not in the habit of saying the 
Rosary together at home, ask your parents to start now, and just see 
how Our Lord and His Blessed Mother will reward you! 





ASPIRATION: Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us. 
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Saint Margaret Mary 
(Feast, October 17) 


7 was a summer’s day in 1656. The usually laughing eyes of the 
little dark-haired girl lying so still in her small bed, were closed, 
and her once rosy cheeks were now pale as the sheet which scarcely 
stirred with her slow breathing. Fever had wasted her slender body 
until the bones were almost visible; for this was the fourth year of the 
cruel paralysis which had attacked her shortly after her First Holy 
Communion. - Helplessly her mother knelt beside her, her fingers 
tightening on her rosary at each of her daughter’s painful efforts to 
draw breath. Neither love nor skill had been spared to save this 
dearly-loved child, but it seemed certain that Margaret Mary was 
going to die or be crippled for life. 


Then, at a sudden thought, Mrs. Alacoque turned to her brother, 
the parish priest of a nearby village, who stood at the bedside, and 
whispered: ‘‘Perhaps if we dedicate her to the Mather of God He 
will spare her.’’ ‘‘Let her vow to become a nun if she is cured,” 
agreed Father Anthony, ‘‘then surely Our Lady will do something.” 
Little Margaret Mary lay still and pale, but she had learned to love 
the dear Mother of God, and the Hail Mary was on her lips even when 
the pain was worst. Repeating the vow after her uncle, she felt 
sure that Mary was listening, and fell into a peaceful sleep, the words: 
“T consecrate myself to you, Mother Mary,” still echoing in her mind. 

As she grew better, Margaret Mary could not help realizing how 
greatly the affairs of the family had changed since her illness. No 
longer was her kind, loving Mama in charge of the house, but instead, 
her stern aunt, Delaroche, who, since the sudden death of Margaret’s 
father, had taken over the management of the household, while her 
husband looked after the farm. No longer were Margaret’s mother 
and brothers allowed to come and go as they wished, but must ask 
permission of the new mistress of the house for every smallest thing. 
Sometimes they were not even given enough to eat, while their clothes 
grew too shabby for them to go to the village for Mass. No longer 
was there time for walks and parties and games, but only for hard, 
tiring work which seemed to have no end. Margaret did not mind the 
other things, but her desire to receive Holy Communion drove her 
to risk her aunt’s anger again and again. When she was refused 
a new dress to wear to church, after her old one had become little 
more than a tangle of patches, she borrowed one from a kindly servant 
girl and slipped into the village for early Mass. Once before the 
tabernacle, everything else was forgotten. Gazing at the Blessed 
Sacrament, she forgot her own unhappiness and the cruelty of her 
aunt, and could think only of Our Lord, of how much He had suffered 
for her, and of His great love for His children. Longing to comfort 
Him, she felt ready to endure still more for His sake. 

Time passed, however, and in 1663, Margaret was seventeen. Her 
eldest brothers were men now and took over the affairs of the family. 
Mama was once more in her rightful place as head of the household, 
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and life became gay and pleasant as before. Now there were many 
pretty dresses and jewels, as well as dainty slippers in which to dance 
the hours of the night away. Gay and attractive, Margaret was very 
popular. She danced and sang with a light heart and smiling eyes. 
She had not forgotten her vow to become a nun, but her mother would 
not hear of her leaving home just yet, so it seemed better to wait a 
while. In the mornings, Margaret gathered the children of the village 
under the big chestnut tree in the courtyard and taught them their 
catechism. The afternoons were spent visiting the sick and caring 
for them in their poor cottages. Her hands were gentle and kind; 
the ugliest sores did not seem to frighten her, so that the villagers 
called her ‘our saint.”’ 


In her heart Margaret longed for the peace and silence of convent 
life, for the dancing and games of the young people were tiring her 
and leaving her with less time for prayer and the thought of God. 
She refused all offers of marriage and was finally able to persuade 
her mother to let her enter the Visitation convent at Paray-le-Monial 
in 1670. Here she was very happy, loving the quiet and remoteness 
of the convent, and the long hours spent in chapel*singing the praises 
of the Lord. Sometimes, it is true, she was rather awkward at the 
tasks that were given her, not always dusting away all the cobwebs 
in the cloister, and occasionally dropping one of the dishes she was 
drying in the kitchen. But she was so humble about it when she 
made mistakes and so eager to be obedient even in the very smallest 
matters that she grew in grace very rapidly. 


In 1672 Margaret Mary made her first Vows and continued her 
hidden, simple life as before — helping to care for the sick in the 
infirmary or feeding the animals in the farmyard. But all her humility 
could not hide the fact that she was 
very dear to Our Lord, so dear indeed, 
that He sometimes appeared to her 
when she knelt without moving for 
hours at a time before the tabernacle. 
In these visions Margaret Mary usually 
saw Him as the ‘Sacred Heart’’ with 
hands outstretched, pleading for love. 
Sometimes He seemed to shine bril- 
liantly, and flames appeared to dart 
forth from Him, especially from His 
Heart. Jesus told her sadly of the 
coldness of most people toward Him 
who loved them so much, and asked 
her to comfort Him by receiving Holy 
Communion frequently, especially on 
the First Friday of each month, and 
by making a weekly Holy Hour in 
honor of His Passion. She was to be 
the Apostle of devotion to His Sacred 
Heart and He would do wonderful things for those who honored this 
loving Heart, by doing what He had asked her to do. 











192 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


When Mother Melin was made Superior of Paray, she recognized 
Sister Margaret Mary’s true holiness and chose her for Mistress of 
Novices. So it was to the novices that Margaret Mary first spoke of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. She painted a small picture of Him 
as He had appeared to her and the novices decorated a tiny altar with 





flowers and candles and thus the first Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart was held in the novitiate at Paray in 1686. The following year 
many of the Sisters of the Community asked if they could not celebrate 
a feast in His honor, with the result that a chapel dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart was built on the convent grounds in 1688. 


Now, Sister Margaret Mary began to feel that her work was done. 
Slowly but steadily the great devotion was spreading, and she herself 
longed to be at home with that Heart forever. She was not afraid, 
therefore, but only filled with joy when she realized that, like the 
colors of the autumn leaves outside her window, her life was fading 
too. And she died very peacefully in the arms of two of her former 
novices, on October 17, 1690. She was only forty-three, but into 
those short years had been poured a love of her King and Lord that 
have made her known throughout the world as the Apostle of the 
Sacred Heart and the beloved sharer of the secrets of that Heart. 


Let us ask St. Margaret Mary to obtain for us from Jesus the 
grace to be true lovers and apostles of the Sacred Heart, too, and to 
console and rejoice the Heart of Jesus by keeping free from sin and 
receiving Him often in Holy Communion, the Sacrament of His Love! 
And as He begged her to console Him for the sufferings He had 
endured, by receiving Him with great fervor on the First Friday of 
the month, let us also make this practice our special devotion. By 
encouraging others to do so as well we will become true ‘“‘apostles’”’ 
of His Sacred Heart and share in the love He poured out so lavishly 
on St. Margaret Mary. 











For the Month 
of the 
Rosary 





Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — “I am the 
/ Lady of the Rosary,’’ said our Blessed Mother to the three children of 
Fatima. This favorite booklet gives an account of Mary’s apparitions at 
Fatima, her special requests, and her gracious promises if these requests 
are fulfilled. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — This popular booklet on a timeless 
devotion explains the power and merit of the Rosary, the beauty of its 
prayers, and the privileges of the Archconfraternity. Also includes refliec- 
tions on the various mysteries of the Rosary. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin Mary — An inspiring booklet including a fine selection from the 
| Church’s liturgy for the Feasts of the Holy Rosary (Oct. 7) and the Mater- 
] nity of Mary (Oct. 11). It also contains beautiful indulgenced prayers and 
a brief explanation of De Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary, with an appro- 
| priate act of consecration. 128 pages. 20¢ 
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Be prepared for these 
Feasts in October! 


Each Booklet, 10¢. 





FEAST OF THE GUARDIAN ANGELS, October 2 — 

Our Heavenly Companions 
FEAST OF SAINT THERESE, October 3 — 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
FEAST OF SAINT JUDE THADDEUS, October 28 — 

St. Jude, Helper in Great Need 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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KING OF KINGs! 


The Feast of the Kingship (Oct. 28), reminds us to do our share 
in extending the reign of the Sacred Heart by reading and distributing 
Catholic literature such as the following: 


All for Thee, O Heart af True Veneration of 
of Jesus — A booklet of €L 21)": the Sacred Heart — 


prayers and devotions in Treats of the love of God, 


honor of the Sacred shown us in the various 
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Proper of the Mass of the promises made to Saint 
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Sacred Heart. 10¢ Y : Margaret Mary. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for All the Feasts of Our Lord — Designed 
to help its readers live in the true spirit of Holy Church; includes a splendid 
selection for the Feast of Christ the King. 96 pages, 15¢ 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement — Heart-warming examples of 
marvelous graces obtained through the Enthronement, related by its founder 
and apostle, Father Mateo. 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the 


Home - A full explanation of the spirit and object of the Enthronement 
as a devotion for the sanctification of the home and the installing of Christ 
as King of the family, and an appeal for Night Adoration in the home as 
a means of reparation to the Sacred Heart. 10¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore — Specially designed for visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, First Fridays and Nocturnal Holy Hours. 10¢ 


Message of the Sacred Heart — A plea by the Sacred Heart for the 
love of His creatures and the means of arriving at an intimate union with 
Jesus. S¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 








